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SUB J : MAJOR REVISIONS IN BOLIVIA'S NARCOTIC’S LAW 

REF: A. 76 LA PAZ 10011. B. 76 LA PAZ 9843 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED THE OFFICIAL TEXT OF DECREE-LAW 14203 
CONTAINING THE REVISED NARCOTICS CONTROL LAW. (THE DECREE HAS NOT 
YET BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE AND IS STILL NOT IN 
FORCE.) AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IS THE 
REDUCTION OF THE JAIL SENTENCE FOR SIMPLE POSSESSION FROM 10-15 
YEARS TO 2-8 YEARS AND THE APPLICATION OF THE CONDITIONAL LIBERTY 
PROVISION OF THE PENAL CODE TO NARCOTICS OFFENDERS. (CONVICTED 
PERSONS MAY BE RELEASED FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR AFTER COMPLETING TWO 
THIRDS OF THEIR SENTENCES. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER SUCH PAROLE 
STATUS WILL PERMIT DEPARTURE FROM THE COUNTRY.) PENALTIES FOR THE 
MANUFACTURE OF OR TRAFFIC IN NARCOTIC DRUGS IN MOST INSTANCES 
HAVE BEEN MAINTAINED AND IN SOME HAVE EVEN BEEN STIFFENED, WITH 
THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE FOR THE MOST HEINOUS DRUG RELATED OFFENSES 
REMAINING TWENTY-FIVE YEAR INCARCERATION. JUDICIAL PROCEDURES FOR 
TRIALS HAVE BEEN SIMPLIFIED WITH THE ELIMINATION OF THE FIRST OR 
"SUMARIO" TRIAL STAGE (SOMEWHAT AKIN TO OUR GRAND JURY PROCEDURE) 
AND TIME FRAMES FOR DISTINCT TRIAL STAGES HAVE BEEN STIPULATED. 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CARRYING OUT THE GOB POLICY OF GRADUAL RED- 
UCTION OF COCA PRODUCTION AND SUBSTITUTION WITH OTHER CROPS WILL 
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BE SHARED BY THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE FOR CONTROL OF DANGEROUS 
SUBSTANCES (DNSP), THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND CAMPESINO 
AFFAIRS (MINAG). A TECHNICAL COMMISSION COMPOSED OF DNSP AND 
MINAG OFFICIALS IS CHARGED WITH ELABORATING AN ORGANIZATIONAL 
PLAN FOR AN AGENCY TO CREATE AND EXECUTE AN INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN FOR COCA PRODUCING AREAS TO BE PRESENTED TO CONEPLAN (THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE) WITHIN SIXTY DAYS OF THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NARCOTICS LAW'S PROMULGATION. 

2. SINCE DEPARTMENT IS ALREADY IN POSSESSION OF THE TEXT OF THE 
REVISED LAW, EMBASSY WILL WAIT UNTIL IT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE 
OFFICIAL GAZETTE TO POUCH PROMULGATED COPY. 

STEDMAN 
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